
PO	Box	53050	Rideau	Centre	PO	
CP	53050	BP	Centre	Rideau	
Ottawa	ON		K1N	1C5	
	
info@lowertown-basseville.ca	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
January, 19, 2022 
 
To: Tobi Nussbaum, Chief Executive Officer,  
National Capital Commission 
202–40 Elgin Street 
Ottawa ON K1P 1C7 

<tobi.nussbaum@ncc-ccn.ca>, 
CC:  	 Councillor Mathieu Fleury, <Mathieu.Fleury@ottawa.ca>	

Mayor Jim Watson, <Jim.Watson@ottawa.ca> 
Mona Fortier, <Mona.Fortier@parl.gc.ca> 
Lucille Collard, <lcollard.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org> 
John Verbaas, <jverbaas@rogers.com> 

 
Reference: NCC draft Long-Term Integrated Interprovincial Crossings Plan for Canada’s Capital Region 
 
Dear Mr. Nussbaum, 
 
The Lowertown Community Association is greatly disappointed by the NCC Long-Term Integrated Interprovincial 
Crossings Plan. From the perspective of the downtown truck problem it's a plan to do nothing. The report says 
that "Diverting heavy truck traffic from the core will require more than a new crossing".  But little is said about what 
more, and since no one has a plan for what could potentially be accomplished via this 'more', it remains only 
wishful thinking. Without planning what will divert heavy truck traffic, the report only ignores the problem. The plan 
is to have only more vague strategies and studies. Even the section on Vision fails to mention that removing 
heavy truck traffic from downtown neighbourhoods is a vital goal. Removing truck traffic isn’t even listed as a goal 
or objective! 
 
Current Ottawa River crossings lack any physical connection with the highway system in Ontario, forcing truck 
traffic to use neighbourhood streets. This is a failure of both federal, provincial and municipal governments. Over 
2000 trucks per day, the majority of which are tractor trailers, are being forced through our neighbourhoods.  For 
several hours of the day when truck traffic is at its peak the volumes are 200 trucks per hour, which is 1 truck 
every 18 seconds! This traffic has to snake its way, turning through 2 urban intersections which have many 
thousands of pedestrians per day. 
 
This latest NCC study, rather than contributing to a solution, implies that vague promises will make the problems 
somehow disappear. The problem has been ongoing since the mid-1960s (over half a century)! Yet another study 
has failed to address it.  Only one worthwhile recommendation in the report could be found: a formal monitoring 
program of truck and car traffic must be put in place urgently. We are confident that it will quickly find the heavy 
truck traffic congestion is far more costly than any of the solutions again being postponed. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Sylvie Bigras, Co-President 
Lowertown Community Association 
Association communautaire de la Basse-Ville 
	


