
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
November 21, 2020 
 
 
Submission from Action Sandy Hill to the NCC’s Interprovincial Crossings Study Team 
  
 
Action Sandy Hill (ASH) is a not-for-profit, volunteer-led, community association which has 
represented and promoted the interests of Sandy Hill and its residents since 1969. ASH was 
founded to fight the City’s proposals for a new King Edward north-south freeway through Sandy 
Hill, and the transformation of Somerset Street into a four-lane arterial road linking Overbrook 
and Centretown. ASH has provided comments on the interprovincial crossing issues in many 
fora over the years, and looks forward to being directly involved again in the current exercise.  
 
Our association has promoted to our membership the link to the online consultations for Phase 
2 of the Interprovincial Crossings Study. We would also like to submit the following comments in 
writing as a supplement to that online questionnaire. We ask that you could forward this to the 
full study team for consideration, as various 2050 interprovincial transportation scenarios are 
developed for evaluation at the next stage of the study. 
 
Context 
 
Our neighbourhood, along with that of Lowertown, has suffered since 1965 with the negative 
impacts from the vast majority of the region’s interprovincial truck traffic as it is funnelled 
through our key commercial streets on their way between Highway 417 and the Macdonald-
Cartier bridge.  The long-term impact of this situation is plain for anyone to see who frequents 
the vicinity of Waller St, Rideau St, or King Edward Ave. – all streets inhospitable to 
pedestrians, cyclists and those in wheelchairs of all ages, that act as wide barriers preventing 
connectivity and walkability between neighbourhoods, to the Byward Market, as well as within 
the Market itself. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Expectations 
 
These must be solutions that can generate the consensus needed to move the NCR forward to 
the implementation stage. In particular we are looking for solutions that provide the kind of 
connectivity necessary between Highway 417 and an interprovincial crossing that will be 
capable of and appropriate to the task of carrying heavy trucks without negatively impacting 
intensifying urban neighbourhoods. Only then can we turn to fixing the connectivity and 
walkability issues we have identified above, to make our downtown more accessible and 
prosperous. 
 

In light of this experience, we want to underscore the critical importance 
for this current Study to identify solutions to the interprovincial truck 
problem. We expect that a series of complementary measures will be 
required, from demand management to new infrastructure. 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We are skeptical of the value of any major new interprovincial transportation infrastructure if all it 
can achieve is to attract but a portion of the truck traffic away from the downtown. We have not 
suffered with these problems for 55 years only to face the prospect of a plan that might still 
leave the majority of the trucks travelling through the downtown. 
 
Complementary measures 
 
There are many tools available to planners to move larger numbers of people across the Ottawa 
River. They include: 
 

• Proper examination of the costs and benefits of greater public transit – including of a 
streetcar that loops between Ottawa and Hull;  

• Modelling peak demand shifting – working with the federal government to spread out the 
numbers of employees travelling to and from work;  

• In the case of active transportation, inducing demand through building better cycling 
connections – such as dedicated, protected lanes on every crossing; 

• Introducing ride sharing – such as setting up an Ottawa-Gatineau app and working with 
local car-sharing companies; and,  

• Redistributing employment – working with governments and companies to encourage 
shared workspaces, etc.  

 
In contrast, there are not many appropriate options for reducing the number of trucks coming 
through downtown and moving large numbers of them across the river. We do not want to 
induce demand, but instead support the smart and sustainable movement of goods. The study 
needs to devote considerable attention and effort to resolving this problem.  
 
We look forward to seeing what measures the study team can draw from national and 
international examples of similar situations, and combine these with up-to-date origin-
destination data (including forecasting of truck traffic volumes on Quebec’s Highway 50), and 
transportation logistics technology opportunity studies. These will inform the scenarios that 
provide smart and sustainable movement of goods scenarios in the next phase of the Study. 
The study team needs to engage with the trucking industry so it too can be part of the solution, 
and consider the movement to greater local purchasing. 
 
We expect the scenarios produced by the study team to have considered the pros and cons of:  
 

• New infrastructure – such as of a downtown tunnel from the 417 to the MacDonald 
Cartier bridge, or a new bridge;  

• Reconfiguring-repurposing the use of existing infrastructure – such as opening the 
Vanier Parkway/St Patrick St. as a truck route to the MacDonald-Cartier Bridge, or 
routing north-bound and southbound trucks over different routes;  

• Peak demand shifting – such as imposing time-of-day restrictions on truck movements 
through the downtown and inner urban area;  

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

• Inter-modal solutions – such as support for a station where goods are transferred to 
smaller delivery vehicles for more targeted deliveries; and, 

• Restrictions on trucks dependent on their size and efficiency (e.g., priority access is 
granted to trucks under a certain weight, that are carrying a full load, and that are electric 
on Vanier Parkway). 

 
We look forward to engaging with directly with you as various transportation scenarios are 
presented in the next phase of the Study.   
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Susan Young 
President, Action Sandy Hill 
 
 
cc  
Mona Fortier, MP, Rideau-Vanier 
Lucille Collard, MPP, Ottawa-Vanier  
Mathieu Fleury, City Councillor, Ward 12, City of Ottawa  
Tim Tierney, Chair, City of Ottawa Transportation Committee 
Jim Watson, Mayor, City of Ottawa 
Norman Moyer, President, Lowertown Community Association 
 


