
 
 
22 February 2016 
 
 
Mathieu Fleury 
Councillor – Ward 12 
City of Ottawa 
 

Re: Adult Fitness Equipment in Strathcona Park 
 
Dear Mathieu, 
 
At the November board meeting of Action Sandy Hill (ASH) you asked whether or not we supported the 
installation of adult fitness equipment in Strathcona Park. We advised that we could not respond at that 
time, but committed to consult our membership on this matter and get back to you. 
 
With that in mind we created a survey on this issue which received 85 responses. Those responses were 
divided as follows: No – 55%, Yes – 45%. However, of the “No” vote a majority (57%) like the idea of 
fitness equipment in parks; they would just like to have it installed in another location. Many people who 
responded to the survey also provided additional comments which were quite informative and raised 
concerns, particularly about the process. Overall it was clear that people cherish the green space of 
Strathcona Park and feel that it is already over-programmed. Additionally many people expressed a 
desire to have a broader community consultation before making any changes to Strathcona. 
 
As you may recall, in 2014 ASH undertook the Vision Sandy Hill Community Survey which helped to 
identify what people love about our community and what they think needs work. The results of this survey 
allowed ASH to set some priorities, including for our parks. This survey clearly identified that generally 
more green space and trees were desired. With regard to Strathcona Park it was clear that people 
wanted more and better garbage receptacles and lighting. Adult fitness equipment was not raised as a 
priority by anyone on the survey. 
 
Given all the above, ASH cannot support the installation of adult fitness equipment in Strathcona Park as 
proposed. That said, the survey led to a very constructive suggestion that several members proposed and 
which ASH would like to support – a distributed system with equipment being installed along a route 
through several parks including Strathcona, Riverain and Dutchy's. We would like to meet with City staff 
to discuss this option and involve some of the individuals who suggested it. If this isn't acceptable to the 
city, then we would prefer that this equipment be installed in a nearby park, not Strathcona. Our priorities 
for Strathcona Park would be to improve the quality and quantity of the garbage receptacles and the 
lighting. We would also strongly encourage a substantive community consultation on the vision for this 
historic park. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Best regards, 
 

 
Chad Rollins 
President, ASH 


