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Sandy Hill Northwest Neighbourhood Improvement Group (SHNNIG) 
 

Minutes 
Tuesday February 19th, 2013 (4:30-5:30pm) 
 
Present: Councillor Mathieu Fleury (City of Ottawa), Judy Armstrong (Neighbours of St. 
Alban’s Association), Tania McCumber (By-law and Regulatory Services Department), 
Geri Blinick (Sandy Hill Community Health Centre), Bev Jensen (Centre 454), Dave Ro 
(St. Joe’s Supper Table), Jim Hubay (200 Rideau Condominium Board), Rev. Mark 
Whittall (St. Alban’s Anglican Church), François Bregha (Action Sandy Hill), Nathaniel 
Mullin (Councillor’s Office), Rev. Laurie McKnight-Walker (St. Paul’s Eastern United 
Church). 
 
1. Welcome and introductions 
 
Councillor Fleury welcomes the members of the group and invites everyone to introduce 
themselves. 
 
2. Approval of the Agenda 
 
The group agrees on the meeting agenda. 
 
3. Review and approval of the minutes 
 
The group approves the minutes of the October 1st, 2012 meeting. 
 
4. Update from the Chair 
 
Councillor Fleury provides the group with an update on matters of relevance to the area: 

a) Town and Gown Committee: The Town and Gown Committee is in full swing 
and its two working groups have started up. One of them is focusing on Housing 
issues specifically, and the other is a Strategic Initiatives Working Group which 
works on coordinating resources at specific times of the year (i.e.: move-in/move-
out, St. Patrick’s Day). The full Town and Gown Committee meets on March 4th 
at 5pm in the Senate Room of Tabaret Hall (UofO). 

b) Rideau Street Renewal: The vast majority of the work on Rideau Street from 
Dalhousie to King Edward Avenue is now complete. They will continue work on 
the KE to Chapel section as of the start of the construction season, and are 
expected to move on to the Chapel to Wurtemburg section this year as well. 

c) East-West Bikeway: this project is moving forward and does pass through the 
northwestern area of Sandy Hill. Stewart and Wilbrod Streets will see their 
cycling facilities renewed over the summer through investments brought in by 
Ottawa on the Move. 

d) Ottawa Mission: There are changes coming at the Ottawa Mission. Long time 
Executive Director Diane Morrison has retired and the search for a new ED has 
now begun. 
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e) Rideau Centre Expansion: The Rideau Centre has begun to dismantle the 
exterior of the Ogilvy building in order to preserve the two facades which will be 
reused in the expansion of the Rideau Centre. They will be coming forward with 
more specific plans for the expansion in the coming months. They have indicated 
that they are interested in creating more public space in this expansion. 

 
5. Updates from individual stakeholders: 
 

a) Neighbours of St. Alban’s: The rears of the properties at 302-304-306 Besserer 
have been used recently by drug users. Furthermore, many sidewalks are in poor 
condition at the moment. 

b) By-law and Regulatory Services: Two officers will be dedicated to Sandy Hill 
over St. Patrick’s Day. Tania also highlights the fact that call volumes are down 
overall. 

c) Sandy Hill Community Health Centre: Currently working on a new initiative to 
engage Business Improvement Area’s in homelessness issues. 

d) Centre 454: The Centre is slowly approaching normal operations as they finish 
their move. They held a very successful “Welcoming” event two weeks ago, and 
75% of their programming is now up and running again. Community walkabouts 
have also been on-going since the move, and occur three times daily (7am, 8am, 
and noon). Many new clients are being seen at this new location. 

e) St. Joe’s Supper Table: Dave indicates that he is noticing many more people 
using his services that have mental illness or addictions issues. He also 
highlights the fact that many new faces are moving here from other parts of the 
country to access his services.  In addition, St. Joe’s is having issues with the 
winter use of their green bins. 

f) 200 Rideau Condominium Board: The Christmas event which was held in 
support of the Ottawa Mission was a great success and raised money and other 
donations (i.e.: clothing, toys, food, etc.). Jim also highlights a challenge being 
observed in the area concerning young women often seen high on drugs and 
loitering the sidewalks. 

g) St. Alban’s Anglican Church: The congregation has now climbed up to 150 
people.  Events and activities are currently being run, as the construction is now 
completed. 

h) Action Sandy Hill: Working towards the sustainability of the Town and Gown 
committee and its working groups. This year seems to have been quieter in 
terms of noise, garbage and property standards, according to François. 

i) St. Paul’s Eastern United Church: Many issues with snow removal along Daly 
Street.  Also, rev. McKnight-Walker speaks to the diversity of the groups coming 
to use their spaces outside of worshiping hours. They continue to search for 
additional daytime uses. 

 
6. Adjournment: 
 
The meeting is adjourned at 5:40pm. 


